	PSC 497: The Principles of America: the Federalist and AntiFederalist Guideline for Papers 

Content: In order to facilitate a thoughtful engagement of the reading, your weekly reaction papers should be considered "Federalist/Anti-Federalist" papers of your own. 

· Read the assigned Federalist/Anti-federalist papers. 

· Take a position, in light of the varied criticisms and defense of the Constitution on one of the topics (general or particular) considered in that week’s readings. Disagree/Agree with an argument (or series of arguments) put forward or, discuss the defects or strengths that you see in the proposed Constitution. Build an argument, refute potential criticisms of your argument and make recommendations in light of the proposed Constitution. 

· Have fun with the paper. Remember that the purpose of the paper is to persuade and to keep the reader interested. Try to stay as consistent with the writing style of the founding period as you can. Give yourself a Pseudonym, like "Publius", or "Cato" or "Brutus". 

Due Dates: Papers must be handed in by Friday morning (or before) in my mailbox in the Department of Political Science. 

Format: Please type (and double-space) your papers. 12 point font, regular margins.

Length: 2-3 pages. But remember, it is the quality of the argument, not the number of pages that is most important. 


